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remained Catholics. However, the Protestant party,
composed of nobles accustomed to war, was too power-
ful to be reduced otherwise than by force, and the
government had neither money nor army. Catherine,
by the advice of the Chancellor L'Hopital tried, while
remaining a Catholic, to establish toleration for the
Protestants. Edicts issued in the name of the king-
authorized the Protestant gentlemen to celebrate their
worship in their own houses, and for the Protestants
who were non-noble permission was granted to build
temples in certain towns.

But this system of toleration was opposed to the
customs of the time; the Catholics were not willing to
see a worship publicly celebrated, which they regarded
as pure sacrilege, the Protestants were not willing to
remain the tolerated minority, and believed it to be
their duty to destroy Catholicism, which they regarded
as a system of idolatry.

The government could not prevent a conflict between
the partisans of the two religions. For more than
thirty years (1562-1598) to be at war was the habitual
condition of France. As the king was on the side of
the Catholics, the war took the form of a revolt of
the Protestants against the king.

The Catholic party was the stronger; but for a long
time it was imperfectly organized; the strength of the
armies at that time was chiefly in the cavalry composed
of the gentry, and the majority belonged to the Protes-
tant party. But these horsemen were too undisciplined
to make a genuine army. When the war was pro-
longed the two parties were obliged to take into their
service foreign soldiery; the king sent for Swiss pike-